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This book is about understanding the second part of Revelation 11:2 following the 

line where John is told  not to measure the outside court of the temple,  “…for it has 



been given to the nations; and they will tread underfoot the holy city for forty-two 

months”.  The three keys to understanding this verse are the words nations, tread 

underfoot, and holy city, which will also provide insight into our spiritual life and into 

future prophetic events. This part of the verse is fundamental to understanding 

verses 1 and 3 which will be treated in a forthcoming book. Nonetheless, discovering 

what the second part of verse 2 is all about will be a constructive spiritual exercise. 

Understanding the term holy city in this verse will be our starting point. 
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Chapter 1 

 

Jerusalem´s ancient name 

 

 

 “…and they will tread underfoot the holy city...” 

(Revelation 11:2). 

 

There are at least three descriptions of Jerusalem in the book of Revelation 

that point to different spiritual truths.  

1. A holy city that will be trodden underfoot (Revelation 11:2). 

2. The great city called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 

crucified (Revelation 11:8). 

3. A new Jerusalem that is the bride of Christ (Revelation 21:2).  
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These three images of Jerusalem differ greatly. In order to understand what 

Jerusalem stands for in both the natural and spiritual realms we will need to 

look at the meaning of its ancient name. 

“Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (that is, Jebus); and the 

Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, were there” (1 Chronicles 11:4). 

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance says that Jebus in Hebrew means: 

2982. Yebus; from word origin - 947 bus; to trample; trodden, i.e. 

threshing-place; Jebus, the aboriginal name of Jerusalem -- Jebus. 

947. bus –to tread down, trample (lit. or fig.): loath, tread (down, 

under [foot]). 

The picture of Jerusalem being stepped on is not new, and is part of a greater 

principle of harvesting that extends all through the Bible.  

Amazingly, Jerusalem was originally a threshing floor, and it will continue to 

be one. This in itself is very revealing, but even more so when we recall that 

Jerusalem´s most important place, the temple, was specifically raised up at a 

threshing floor.  

“Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David, at the 
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place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the 

Jebusite” (2 Chronicles 3:1). 

 

Middle East threshing illustration from 19th Century Egypt. 1 

                                                          
1  An illustration from the Encyclopaedia Biblica, a 1903 publication. Public domain. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:C%2BB-Agriculture-Fig11-19thCenturyEgyptianThreshing.PNG 
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A threshing floor was set up on a hard surface, preferably on a paved floor 

where the grain could be separated and collected. The threshing was done by 

beating the grain or cereal on the hard ground or stone floor. It was usually at 

an open or high place where wind could blow the chaff and dust away after 

the grain had been trodden or stepped on. King David chose Jebus, the 

threshing place latter known as Jerusalem, as his dwelling place (1 Chronicles 

11:5, 7). Solomon also decided to build his most important building, the 

temple, at a threshing floor (2 Chronicles 3:1).  The foundation of both 

Jerusalem and the temple share the threshing floor theme, which speak, as 

we will see later, of harvest, separation and seeds.  

The three descriptions of Jerusalem mentioned at the beginning all fit this 

idea of Jerusalem being a threshing floor. Let’s look at each one in turn. Three 

key descriptions of Jerusalem in the book of Revelation 

1. Revelation 11:2. Note that the word “holy” means separated, as in the 

process of separating the grains of cereal from their stems, husks and 

dust in order to collect the seed or fruit from it and set it aside. This 

fits the description of Jerusalem as a holy city.  
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Stone threshing floor at a high place in Cástaras south of Spain.2
 

 

                                                          
2  Pepepitos, Threshing floor at Cástaras. Public domain. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Era_de_C%C3%A1staras_2.JPG#file 
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2. Revelation 11:8. Our Lord Jesus was crucified in this city just as an ear 

of wheat is beaten to give its seed. Jerusalem has been for Christ a 

threshing floor where He gave his life as an offering to God, like the 

firstfruits of a threshing floor offered at the temple altar. Sodom and 

Egypt are symbols of sin and of the current world system for which 

Jesus died by coming into the world to rescue lives, so that they may 

give abundant fruit instead of being lost. This too fits the description of 

Jerusalem as Sodom and Egypt. 

3. Revelation 21:2. The Bible tells us that we will also suffer as Christ did; 

we as a church will suffer persecution - “but to the degree that you 

share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing” (1 Peter 4:13). 

Jerusalem is a spiritual place where Christ suffered and is a shadow of 

the place where we will also suffer. A threshing floor is a place of 

suffering, but also of great rejoicing because it signifies the time when 

the grain can be collected and enjoyed. The new Jerusalem as the 

bride is Jesus´ harvest from his field, threshed, winnowed and 

separated for His pleasure (Matthew 3:12; Isaiah 62:4-5). Here again 

we see Jerusalem´s description as a bride also fitting the idea of a 

threshing floor.  
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Threshing floor in modern Greece. The circle is made from concrete. Harvested 

cereal is laid on the concrete surface and an animal is made to walk on it in circles, 

which results in the process of threshing. In the left foreground we see the leftovers, 

mostly tailings and chaff. Outside the perimeter there is leftover straw, while on the 

floor there is some threshed grain. At the back there are sheaves, waiting to be 

threshed. Photo taken near Vlyhada3

                                                          
3  Stan Zurek ,Threshing place, Santorini, Greece. Creative Commons- GNU Free Documentation 

License.http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Threshing_place,_Santorini,_Greece.jpg 
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Chapter 2 

 

To tread underfoot  

 

 “…How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk 

in the law of the LORD…”. (Psalms 119:35). 

 

There are at least six different images of treading in the bible that can be 

easily distinguished:  

 Treading straw and mortar to make bricks, representing bondage 

(Exodus 1:14) 

 Treading grapes in a vat or winepress in order to make wine (Isaiah 

63:2) 

 Treading on a threshing floor to loosen the grain from its husks (Isaiah 

28:28) 

 Sheep treading on pasture (Isaiah 7:25) 

 Men treading on the path of God´s commandments (Psalm 119:35) 
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 Treading the earth in a rhythmic  manner as in marching or trampling 

(Habakkuk 3:12,15) 

There are also six or more verbs in Hebrew that have equivalent meaning to 

the Greek word pateó (to tread).  

Pateó (Greek) = 947 bus (trample), 1758 dush (threshing), 7429 ramas 

(trample down), 1869 darak (tread), 6805 tsaad (to step), 1880 halak (walk). 

These Hebrew words portray the act of feet moving in a stepping manner over 

plain ground or over something else with different nuances, from harsh 

trampling to just walking. 

Each image, word and verse used to express the act of trampling or treading 

points to a different spiritual truth. An important principle will become 

evident in Revelation 11:2 by perceiving the deeper image portrayed by the 

word pateó.  If we can discover which treading image is subtly being evoked 

here, then it becomes easier to have a more accurate interpretation of the 

verse, and to see what John saw.  

The key to understanding the imagery in Revelation 11:2 is that gentiles are 

trampling only at the Holy city, Jerusalem. We will study this in greater depth 

later, but first let me point out another verse in the New Testament that 

speaks of trampling on Jerusalem, which has been used by theologians and 
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Bible translators to give the context of Revelation 11:2.  Luke 21:20, “And 

when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies” is the verse that 

projects an image of secular armies destroying Jerusalem. This image is very 

different from the spiritually rich imagery of the harvest being presented in 

this book. There is a deeper truth than that of Jerusalem being destroyed by 

gentiles when understanding the second part of verse 24, “Jerusalem shall be 

trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” in 

connection to Revelation 11:2 and the harvest process.  

Revelation 11:2 will be “trodden” thoroughly in the following chapters in 

order to separate the grain from the chaff – in other words, we will aim to 

detach it from unhelpful interpretations.  

Katapateó versus pateó 

In Revelation 11:2 the phrase to “tread underfoot” or to “trample” translates 

the Greek word pateó, which is different from another Greek word, 

katapateó, also translated as “treading underfoot” or “trampling.”  It is 

important to read the original Greek words, so that comparisons to similar 

verses are also made   in the Greek text and not only through the English 

translation. In the New Testament these two words are used in different 

contexts. The five occurrences of the word katapateó are all in the context of 

an unclean or unholy action. For example, Matthew 5:13 speaks about useless 

salt that is thrown on the ground to be trampled on (katapateó). Matthew 7:6 
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tells us not to throw our pearls to the pigs, since they will trample (katapateó) 

them, or it could be understood that they will just make them dirty and 

polluted. Seeds are trampled (katapateó) and eaten in Luke 8:5 by birds, an 

image that is later explained as representing the Devil who takes the seed 

(God’s word) away. In Luke 12:1 People were stepping or trampling on 

(katapateó) one another as Jesus was speaking about the leaven of the 

Pharisees. Hebrew 10.29 talks about punishing the one who has trampled 

underfoot (katapateó) the Son of God and has regarded as unclean the blood 

of the covenant.  It is all too easy to misunderstand Revelation 11:2 if we do 

not realize that the word rendered “trampling” in English translation can have 

two different source words in Greek. 

In contrast to the word katapateó, pateó, is used in different contexts.  

1. Luke 10:19 says Jesus has given His disciples authority to trample 

(pateó) on snakes and scorpions. This act of trampling points to the 

power we have in the name of Jesus to detach us and others from the 

uncleanness of our past way of life. This authority given to those 

washed by the blood of the Messiah is exercised in the context of a 

Holy City that produces holy citizens. Remember that in Revelation 

11:2 it does not say gentiles as unsaved people, but it says ethnos 

which means “nations.” The Bible says that by the blood of Jesus there 

are no more barriers between Jews and gentiles. Those gentiles, 
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whether in the literal or spiritual Jerusalem, are powerful Christians 

from all nations teaching with authority and casting out devils, 

preparing the way for the second coming of the Messiah. In fact, later 

in this same chapter of Revelation there are two witnesses displaying 

God’s power in Jerusalem. The text doesn’t indicate they are born in 

Israel, so they could well be believers from another nation (ethnos). 

Most probably one represents  Israel and the other one of the rest of 

the nations; or one represents the Jews and the other one the gentiles; 

or one represents the believers before Jesus´ first coming and the 

second one believers after  Jesus second coming, etc...                       

2. Later, in Luke 21:24, Jesus prophesies that Jerusalem will be trampled 

(pateó) and trouble will come, leading to His second glorious coming. 

This verse says the trampling will be until “the times of the Gentiles be 

fulfilled”. The word here for “times” (kairos) according to  Thayer´s 

Greek Lexicon means:  

Due measure; a measure of time, a larger or smaller portion of 
time, hence: 
a fixed and definite time, the time when things are brought to 
crisis, the decisive epoch waited for; opportune or seasonable 
time; the right time;  a limited period of time; to what time 
brings, the state of the times, the things and events of time. 
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In Revelation 11:2 the time that the Gentiles will trample Jerusalem is 

a measure of time, seasonable time, or the right time of 42 months.  

The word “fulfilled” (pleroo) in Luke21:24 according to the Thayer´s 

Greek Lexicon means:  

To make full, to fill up; to cause to abound, to furnish or supply 
liberally; to render full, to complete; to fill to the top: so that 
nothing shall be wanting to full measure; to consummate: a 
number; to make complete in every particular, to render 
perfect; to carry through to the end, to accomplish, carry out; 
to carry into effect, realize; to perform, execute; of sayings, 
promises, prophecies, to bring to pass, ratify, accomplish; to 
fulfill, to cause God's will to be obeyed as it should be, and 
God's promises to receive fulfillment. 
 

Therefore the gentiles at Jerusalem who are trampling will be made 

perfect in a measure of time (this will be covered with more detail in 

chapter 8). They are actually treading their own and others´ lives at the 

threshing floor of Jerusalem. Threshing does not last forever. It has the 

purpose of filling the barn with grain. Gentiles are not perfect, but they 

are saved believers detaching themselves from their past way of life, 

walking in a path of perfection, being made perfect in all areas until 

they are completely transformed in their resurrected bodies.   
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Luke 21:24 is self-explanatory when understood in the light of the 

definition of the Greek words: Gentiles are treading in a path of 

righteousness to accomplish God’s purpose, which is to make believers 

perfect (complete, full, etc...). As we can see here it is a judgment not 

for destruction, but for life.  When grain is trodden it seems as though 

it will be destroyed, but it is actually being detached from the chaff. So 

again, the word pateó in this verse relates to a process of life and not 

an act of insult and contempt, or an act to desecrate the holy city by 

devastation and outrage. If katapateó had been used here then this 

other interpretation would have been possible by the weight of the 

other verses that use the word katapateó.  

     

3. Revelation 14:20 speaks about “treading underfoot” (pateó) referring 

to treading in a winepress, “And the winepress was trodden without 

the city, and blood came out of the winepress”.  Treading in a 

winepress is done in a vat, and not on a threshing floor. The word 

pateó here evokes a distinct image, which is not of the process of 

threshing grain. Perhaps that is why the whole context here is of 

judgment.  The word pateó in Revelation 11:2 is in a context where it 

includes the city of Jerusalem. As we said before, Jerusalem is a 

threshing floor and its ancient name meant a “threshing floor.”  Since 

the agricultural image being portrayed with the word pateó in 
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Revelation 14:20 is of judgment in the context of a winepress, then it 

cannot be assumed that in Revelation 11:2 the trampling is also in a 

context of judgment. Note that in verse 14:20 where the clear 

interpretation is of judgment it explicitly says “without the city.” 

 

4. Revelation 19:15 is another place where the word pateó is found, “And 

out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 

nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” Here the 

nations are smitten, surely unbelieving nations, but Jerusalem is not 

even mentioned. Again there is a context that is not of a threshing 

floor but of a winepress. It can be concluded that trampling, treading 

and pateó, in the context of winepresses is for judgment, but 

trampling in the context of threshing floors is not necessarily the case.   

 

Luke 21:24, Jerusalem surrounded, trampled and then redeemed 

“But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). 

These things are mentioned in the following previous verses: 
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"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize 

that her desolation is near” (Luke 21:20). 

“…and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive 

into all the nations; …” (Luke 21:24a). 

“…and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the 

times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24b). 

For centuries Jerusalem has been a sign, a mark or a symbol of a coming 

redemption for the nations.  The prophetic word given by Jesus in Luke 21 

about the desolation of Jerusalem had an audience at that moment and a 

historical fulfillment.  What John saw in Revelation 11:2 had also a specific 

audience and a historical fulfillment: Jerusalem was surrounded by the 

Romans and destroyed in 70 AD.  Even the Roman Caesar at that time was 

considered to be an antichrist by many Christians (Augustine of Hippo, City of 

God XX.19.3). Evidently the Roman Caesar was a type of the antichrist, and 

the events that happened at that time were a type or a sign of greater things 

to come. Back then Jerusalem was literally trampled by Gentile armies, but 

the times of the Gentiles being fulfilled, which constitutes the second part of 

verse 24, evidently has not yet been accomplished. The two witnesses 

mentioned in Revelation 11:3 haven’t appeared yet, neither has the coming of 

the Son of Man happened yet.  
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Gentiles have been over or on Jerusalem for almost 2000 years, but will an 

army literally surround Jerusalem and destroy it again? If we read the book of 

Revelation in a literal way and use only verse 20 of Luke 21, then the answer is 

“yes.”  

Revelation 12:3 speaks of a sign of a great red dragon, and Revelation 12:1 

also speaks of a great sign in heaven. The word “sign” indicates a mark, 

something standing in the place of something else.  Will a great woman show 

up in the skies over Jerusalem and be televised, and will a great dragon 

appear that can be photographed? No, of course not, but they might be 

perceived with spiritual eyes (1 Corinthians 2:9). Who then has the spiritual 

eyes to see these signs in the heavens? Born again Christians who walk in the 

Spirit, will see things the eye has not seen and hear what the ear hasn’t heard 

(1 Corinthians 2:9). If the signs in the heavens in the end times are to be seen 

with spiritual eyes, could Revelation 11:2 be better understood symbolically? 

If it were not for the agricultural setting in which the Bible is written, it would 

be very difficult to understand Revelation 11:2. It would be very difficult to 

determine whether  the Gentiles  trampling  Jerusalem signify an army acting 

in a manner to destroy Jerusalem or indicates a treading that separates wheat 

from straw leading into the Kingdom of God during the final and greatest 

harvest (Matthew 13:39). 
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The walk of a believer in the Lord 

Trampling and treading are actions done with the feet. Actually many 

languages have borrowed the Greek word patéo for terms related to feet. For 

example, in Spanish to say “I kick,” you would say yo pateo, and in French an 

animal’s paw is pate.  

“My foot has held fast to His path; I have kept His way and not turned 

aside” (Job 23:11). 

In the verse above, the foot stands for our walk in the Lord, as in following His 

steps, and His teaching. Many times in the Bible hands stand for our work, but 

if our feet are working on a threshing floor, then our feet are the ones 

working. Following this line of thought, the figure of feet at a threshing floor 

would represent the idea of work. Spiritually speaking, our walk in the Lord as 

a work to be done would be about softening our hearts to His voice, 

disciplining ourselves to obey His Word, and letting repentance become part 

of our lives. “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8). 

At the Lord’s threshing floor, repentance is the means by which we loosen our 

fleshly deeds and render the good fruit to the Lord.  Treading on the Lord´s 

threshing floor requires repentance in order to move on to the finishing line 

and obtain the reward of a spiritually fruitful life.  
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Enemies brought to the king’s feet 

“For the sake of Your name, O LORD, revive me.  In Your righteousness 

bring my soul out of trouble. And in Your loving kindness, cut off my 

enemies and destroy all those who afflict my soul, for I am Your 

servant” (Psalm 143:10-11). 

Note that the enemies here afflict the soul, not the body.  The enemies that 

are brought to the Lord’s feet (Psalm 110:1) are not people, but enemies like 

sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 

discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, envy, 

drunkenness, and orgies (Galatians 5:19). These enemies are the ones that 

afflict the soul of man and are the ones that defile one’s soul. “…what 

proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man” (Matthew 15:11b). It is not 

what is outside, but what is inside a man´s carnal heart that needs to be 

defeated and subdued. Our obedient walk in the Lord should tread these 

enemies under our feet (Romans 16:20). Jesus is the leveled stone, the 

foundation of our path, over which we put our enemies, and in Jesus’ name 

they are crushed. “Through You we will push back our adversaries; Through 

Your name we will trample down those who rise up against us” (Psalm 44:5. 

See also Micah 7:19). 

Those trampled at the threshing floor of Jerusalem are not people, but 

peoples´ unfruitful works of the soul and flesh. God brings us to peace with 
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Him at the city of peace, which is the meaning of the word “Jerusalem”. This 

He does on all His enemies: our enemies that trouble our soul, are brought to 

His feet. Then Jesus will rest on us, and we will be fruitful, rendering grain 

(fruit) to Him.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Threshing floors in the Bible 

Chapter 

3
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Chapter 3 

 

Threshing floors in the Bible  

 

 “…Don't you understand this parable? How then will you 

understand any parable?” (Mark 4:13). 

 

The above introduction shows that Jerusalem is related to a threshing floor.  

There are some very insightful stories in the Bible that happen on threshing 

floors. These will help us better understand the spiritual meaning of 

Jerusalem. Each story has deep things to teach us, but one of the most 

important things we see coming through each is that a threshing floor is a 

place of redemption. We will look farther into this in order to understand that 

any trampling or treading done on Jerusalem is in the end positive in nature. 

Jerusalem is founded on a threshing floor (read the first chapter of this book) 

which by definition   consists of a layer of stone or hard ground in order to 
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break the grain when animals step on it, and so that the threshed grain can 

later be picked up.  

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly 

cornerstone for the foundation firmly placed. He who believes in it will 

not be disturbed.” (Isaiah 28:16a). 

"And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on 

whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust." (Matthew 21:44).  

Zion is part of modern Jerusalem where God lays a stone (1 Chronicles 11:4-

5). In Matthew 21:44 it is understood that Jesus is saying He is that stone (see 

also Acts 4:11). The complete picture I see is of Jesus as the threshing stone of 

Jerusalem, who operates as an instrument of God to fulfill His purpose of 

reaping an eternal harvest (Matthew 21:44). It is not about Jerusalem being 

destroyed, but of people’s lives being broken or rendered unto Jesus and of 

unbelief being scattered like dust. This reminds us that we are the grain, and 

Jesus is our spiritual threshing floor, where we are in the process of 

sanctification and of harvesting.     
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Oxen pulling sledge and man over cereal at a threshing place in Egypt, portraying a 

similar way of threshing to that of ancient Israel.7

                                                          
7  Image 4:  Leke.  Leeder, S.H. "Modern Sons of the Pharaohs". Hodder and Stoughton: London, 1918.p 

64.Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic 

license.http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_Village_Scene_in_Egypt._(1918)_-_TIMEA.jpg 
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Jacob’s burial (Genesis 50:1-21) 

Jacob’s dying wish expressed to his sons when he was in Egypt was to be 

buried in Canaan, the land where his forefathers rested (Genesis 49:29-33). 

Joseph led a caravan of Egyptians in chariots and horsemen as he went to 

bury his father. They had stopped at the threshing floor of Atad in the land of 

the Canaanites to mourn his death (Genesis 50:10).  

The word Atad means a type of small thorny bush like the one God used to 

manifest His presence to Moses (Exodus 3:2). Thorns speak to us of affliction, 

like the thorn that the apostle Paul had (2 Corinthians 12.7). These thorns 

afflict when there is much revelation, as in the life of Joseph whose brothers 

tried to kill him for the dreams he had, but God later used Joseph to provide 

for his family. Joseph´s life can be compared to a threshing floor. What is 

harvested is taken to a threshing floor to be crushed and separated so that it 

can yield its fruit and be the necessary provision in times of need.  If there is 

no fruit, no grain, the wheat has no reason to be at the threshing floor. On the 

contrary, when there is fruit, affliction (threshing) is part of the process so 

that all the fruit may be rendered usable.  

The caravan following Joseph represents a mixed multitude of people, while 

the Canaanites who were watching the procession speak of the nations that 

do not know God. These peoples were at a threshing floor encountering the 

God of the Hebrews.  This picture of Joseph mourning with Egyptians, and 
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Canaanites watching at the threshing place of Atad (thorns) is a type of Jesus 

suffering at Jerusalem (threshing floor), with the crown of thorns, bringing the 

nations to the cross of affliction and death. Note that later on in this chapter it 

says that Joseph’s brothers asked for forgiveness when they saw their father 

was dead (Genesis 50:15-18). This reminds us of the forgiveness God brings us 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

Sign of the fleece (Judges 6:36-40) 

Gideon asked God for a sign to confirm that he would deliver Israel. By the 

morning a fleece of wool was wet with dew and the threshing floor around it 

was miraculously left dry (Judges 6:38).  God not only did that, but also 

confirmed his promise to Gideon by doing the opposite thing: later that night 

the fleece remained dry, but this time the threshing floor around the fleece 

was covered with dew (Judges 6:40). 

This is a shadow of Jesus’ first and second coming (sowing and harvesting), 

both happening at threshing floors. The first thing Gideon does is to squeeze 

the fleece and as a result water flows from it. Following this same idea, Jesus 

on His first coming was afflicted (squeezed). It was at Jerusalem on the last 

day of the festival of tabernacles that Jesus promised water to those who 

were thirsty (John 7:37). Jerusalem was probably as dry as the threshing floor 
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of Gideon, which is why in the first place Jesus offers water, for He is a spring 

of water to those who believe in Him. “Therefore you will joyously draw water 

from the springs of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3).  

The second time Gideon asks for a miracle, the fleece is dry but the threshing 

floor is covered with dew (Judges 6:39-40).  Note that a fleece of wool is 

trampled in a vat of water, until all its impurities are cleaned out. Later it is 

laid out under the sun to dry. This fleece is a shadow of the clean and white 

garments of justice that Jesus will give us on his second coming when the 

world is in a time of darkness (Revelation 3:5; 7:13-14) One important detail is 

that Gideon finds the threshing floor wet with dew at nighttime. This reminds 

us of the story of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), when it says that the 

bridegroom who is Jesus will come at night.  

For thus the LORD has told me,  “I will look from My dwelling place 

quietly like dazzling heat in the sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the 

heat of harvest” (Isaiah 18:45). 

Note the word for dew here is the Hebrew word tal which means “night mist”. 

This verse has Jesus´ first coming encrypted, one during the sunshine, and one 

as it cools and gets darker and colder. 

Dew is what covered the ground before manna fell (Numbers 11:9).  God 

refers to dew as His spoken word, “my speech shall distil as the dew” 



26 

(Deuteronomy 32:2). Genesis 27:28 says “Therefore God give thee of the dew 

of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine”. 

The Bible says that Gods word doesn’t return to him empty handed (Isaiah 

55:11). God reaps what He speaks (plenty of corn), and we are the fruit that 

He will take through the harvesting process. Once we are ready God will come 

back for us and deliver us completely. 

The sign of the fleece is the sign of the deliverer of Israel, Jesus.  

 

Philistines looting threshing floors (1 Samuel 23:1-13) 

David was told that the Philistines were looting the threshing floors at Kelilah. 

This was very bad because all the grain and cereal from the harvesting season 

were taken to the threshing floors. The grain collected represented the food 

supply of an entire community for many months. Threshing places were too 

exposed to the enemy, since they were usually built in open fields because of 

the need for wind in the winnowing process. The farmers had to watch them 

and secure them as much as possible especially during harvest season. That is 

why workers would spend the night at threshing floors keeping the grain safe 

until it was stored. 
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 As Christians we should try to keep the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives 

(Galatians 5: 16-25). The enemy will try to steal the fruit in us.  The way to 

keep it safe is by keeping God´s word in our lives. “How can a young man keep 

his way pure? By guarding it according to your word” (Psalm 119:9).  

 At threshing places there is a constant struggle for the fruit of God to be 

upheld rather than man’s sinful nature. David in this story stands for Jesus 

who delivers us from the Evil One when he attempts to rob us and prevent us 

from walking an upright life. God will do anything to keep his fruit in us, as 

David risked his life by battling the Philistines at Keilah (1 Sam 23:5). Note that 

the figure of a savior appears again in the context of a threshing place as in 

the story of Gideon and the fleece.  If a threshing floor at Keilah has its savior, 

how much more Jerusalem, God’s threshing floor? Note that God told David 

that the inhabitants of Keilah would deliver him to Saul who was pursuing 

him, even after David saved them from the Philistines. In this manner also the 

natural inhabitants of Jerusalem rendered Jesus to Pilate, but God resurrected 

him.  

Oxen carrying the ark stumble (2 Samuel 6:1-7) 

David decided to move the ark of God and place it on a cart pulled by oxen.  

The oxen stumbled at the threshing floor of Nacon, and Uzzah, who tried to 

steady the ark, was struck by the Lord and killed (2 Sam 6:7).  
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God will deal with our carnal nature at a threshing floor. Uzzah prefigures 

here human wisdom, and the oxen represent our animal nature pretending to 

hold God’s presence symbolized by the ark. Our beastly nature will trip at 

God’s threshing floor, and his presence will be manifested. Flesh will not 

prevail at God’s threshing place, for it is there that he separates His fruit from 

what is to be burned and removed by the wind.  It is a place where we 

discover what is of men and what is of God.  

Two thrones at a threshing floor (1 Kings 22: 1-36) 

The king of Israel and the king of Judah decided to go to war together. They 

called their prophets to tell them whether the Lord was going to give them 

the victory while they were sitting on their thrones at a threshing floor (1Kings 

22:10). God had sent deceiving spirits and the prophets prophesied 

erroneously saying their armies would win the battle, with the exception of 

Micaiah the prophet who said the contrary would happen. The king of Israel 

died in the battle, and the king of Judah who wore his garments as king barely 

survived.  

Though at first there was a struggle between the kings and the prophets as to 

who was speaking the truth, both kings ended up deciding to go to war. Their 

struggle and final decision took place at a threshing floor.  The apostle Paul 

writes that there is also a struggle within us to do or not to do God’s will 

(Romans 13:15-25). It’s a struggle within, and between our soul and our spirit.  
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It is about who will die (our carnal nature), and who will prevail (our spiritual 

nature).  Here we see that a threshing floor is a place where we decide who to 

follow - God or our carnal nature. If we walk according to our carnal nature 

we will lose everything, barely surviving with our God given spiritual garments 

of justice (1 Corinthians 3:15). The threshing floor will be the place of 

opportunity to bring forth our virtues by listening to and doing God’s Word.  

Is there more in the bible to learn about threshing floors? 

There are two more illuminating  stories that will be described later on that 

also have much to teach us  in relation to threshing floors: King David Buys a 

Threshing Floor and sets up an Altar (2 Samuel 24:15-25) and Ruth Meets Her 

Redeemer (Ruth 3:6-13). But before that I will present a more complete 

teaching about threshing floors.  

Yarah and shalem, are the source words that make up the compound Hebrew 

word Yerushalaim. Yarah (Strong’s 3384) means “teaching” and shalam 

(Strong’s 7999) means “complete” (see NAS Exhaustive concordance for 

Strong’s 3389).  Jerusalem in this sense holds a complete teaching for us when 

it comes to threshing floors and the harvest process.  

“…To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but 

those who are outside get everything in parables, so that while seeing, 

they may see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may hear and 
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not understand, otherwise they might return and be forgiven.”  And 

He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you 

understand all the parables?”(Mark 4:11-14). 

Incredibly enough, this statement was made by Jesus when he was about to 

privately explain to his disciples the parable of the sower which is about 

planting and the harvesting cycle. This parable is not the only instance where 

God hides precious truths, but throughout the Bible God often uses 

agricultural language to teach us more about his kingdom and His coming.  

Jesus also speaks in an agricultural context when referring to His second 

coming. To those of us moderns who live in urban societies it is more difficult 

for us to understand, as we have almost no mental pictures of the ancient 

agricultural processes of sowing and harvesting.   

Parables, agriculture and hidden truths in threshing floors  

“He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters 

seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 

seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself 

the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full 

kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come.””(Mark 4:26-29) NIV. 
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The kingdom of God is compared to two things in the verse above:  a seed 

growing in a field ( God’s work), and man harvesting at the right time.  While a 

sluggard´s field will be overgrown with thistles and nettles (Proverbs 24:30), 

God´s field will yield a thirtyfold, sixtyfold, or a hundredfold return (Mark 4:8). 

Note that the harvesting is not finished when the sickle is put in,   rather it is 

the beginning because the wheat needs to be threshed to yield the grain.  

That is a hidden truth missed by many.  

 “You are God’s field, God’s building” writes Paul in 1 Corinthians 3.9, and in 

the following verses he asks if we are not aware that we are His temple Just as 

we are to be aware we are His temple, so we need to be aware that we are  

His field. God will give the necessary growth in our live, as in the parable of 

the seed that grows secretly (Mark 4:26-29), but we need to have a sense of 

when, where and how we will render His fruit. This is possible when we 

understand that the parable of the sower is followed by another subtle 

parable, that I call the parable of the harvest or the parable of the threshing 

floor.  

Scholars have taught us much out of the meaning of the different parts of the 

temple, and the things done in the temple and how this applies to our 

Christian life. In the same way, understanding how a field of wheat is 

harvested will challenge us to give better and more fruit in our lives. There is a 

race the apostle Paul speaks about (1 Corinthians 9:24). Just as every race has 
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a coach to encourage the athletes to continue, there is also a reaper who 

takes the process of harvesting forward to obtain its fruit. Let us “run” in this 

harvest believing God will give plenty of fruit through us if we accept the 

challenge to be refined at the threshing floor. As Paul ran beating his flesh 

into submission (1 Corinthians 9:27), let us also beat our flesh at the stone of 

our faith, leaving the sin that so easily entangles (Hebrews 12:1), just as straw 

and husks of grain are thrown away at a threshing floor. 

Far-reaching significance: the harvest process is not a onetime event 

"You shall count seven weeks for yourself; you shall begin to count 

seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing 

grain.”Then you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your 

God with a tribute of a freewill offering of your hand, which you shall 

give just as the LORD your God blesses you” (Deuteronomy 16:9-10). 

There are seven weeks from the first day a reaper in ancient Israel began the 

harvest to the day when God’s word required him to bring the fruit of his 

labor as an offering. Harvest time is a process of seven weeks, comprising 

different activities and procedures, which we believers have perhaps been 

slow to understand. These different stages are vital to an understanding of 

what God does in our lives, as well as to how he will bring in the last and final 

harvest. It is not just a sudden disappearing into heaven but a process of 

seven spiritual weeks.  In the next chapter, seven different activities that a 
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reaper does in the process of harvesting will be distinguished so that you will 

be better able to understand the spiritual meaning of Bible references to 

harvesting.



 

 

 

 

 

 
Significant biblical milestones in the harvesting 

process 
Chapter 

4
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Chapter 4 

 

Significant biblical milestones in the 

harvesting process   

 

 “…they do not understand His purpose; For He has gathered 

them like sheaves to the threshing floor”. (Micah 4:12).  



36 

Let’s see what harvesting was like back in the ancient Middle East in order to 

better understand the greater harvesting parable that unfolds in the book of 

Revelation 11:2. 

 

Harvesting 

“And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”(Luke 10:2). 

The first part of the process was to reap the wheat by 

cutting it with a sickle. What was cut was part of the stem 

and the grain that was still attached to its husk.  

“Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal 

life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together” (John 4:36).  The 

word of God has been planted in different soils and places, and it is now time 

to joyously see its fruit. Jesus has been born in us for eternity, but there is still 

a path to be trodden so that God and the world may see Jesus in us. The 

harvesting process in our life must continue, until all God’s fruit may be seen 

(become evident). For that to happen it is necessary for the grain to be 

separated from the field and follow a long process so that it can be later used. 
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Binding / Gathering 

“Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, 

they hated him even more.  He said to them, "Please listen to 

this dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding 

sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood 

erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed 

down to my sheaf”(Genesis 37:6-7). 

The wheat stems were gathered together in small bundles so that they could 

be easily carried away for further processing. 

“not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing 

near”(Hebrews 10:25). Jesus assembled a multitude in groups of fifty and 

hundreds, so that they could be fed (Mark 6:40).  Spiritually speaking, this 

means that in order for us to give fruit, or have bread made for us and for our 

families, we must first get together with other believers/disciples. God will 

provide better for us when we are organized together as in a family or an 

assembly. 
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Carrying 

“He who goes to and fro weeping, carrying his bag of seed, 

shall indeed come again with a shout of joy, bringing his 

sheaves with him”(Psalm 126:6). 

The sheaves were  taken either on the reaper’s back, or on a 

wagon pulled by oxen or in a sack hanging on poles carried by 

two reapers (just as  the Ark of the Covenant was carried by two priests).  The 

sheaves were taken to a threshing floor that was usually in an open field or at 

a high place where there was a constant wind for the winnowing. 

“But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord; they do not understand his 

plan, that he has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor” (Micah 

4:12). We are guided by mentors, pastors, and fathers to places we have 

never been to. They will probably carry us in their arms (“your daughters will 

be carried in the arms” – Isaiah 60:4b), but that will be only for a while until 

we come to the threshing floor, where our comfort will end and afflictions 

begin. 
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Treading 

“When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, near the 

Jordan, they lamented loudly and bitterly; and there Joseph 

observed a seven-day period of mourning for his 

father”(Genesis 50:10). 

A threshing floor was the place where the sheaves were 

brought to separate out the grain. The floor had to be flat and hardened, 

ideally  a floor of stones laid out evenly, so that the grain could be easily 

trodden   Sledges pulled by oxen or camels moved over the stalks of wheat 

and pressed the grain husks until all of the grain  was separated from the 

stalks . As a result, the threshing floor was covered with a mixture of grain, 

broken stems and dust.  The threshing floor was then cleaned so that 

new/fresh grain stalks could be trodden.  

The apostle Paul wrote that he would beat his flesh, so that he could run the 

race and win the prize (1 Corinthians 9:27). There is a sacrifice needed in 

order to run the race. Maybe we were not aware, but to get to the next stage 

in our lives, sacrifice is required on our part. In all probability, difficult times 

give God the right context for us to let Him get the best out of us.  Though we 

may be going through a threshing floor experience, and we are mourning, 
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know that our afflictions are about letting our spirit be raised up, and enabling 

our selfish soul to be subjected to the Word of God.  

 

Winnowing  

"His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into 

the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire"(Matthew 3:12).  

After treading, the grain and the leftovers were all thrown 

into the air, letting the wind separate the chaff and dust from the grain. The 

grain that was heavier would fall right in its place, but the chaff would be 

carried further away for burning, or to be gathered for bedding or food for the 

beasts.  

"If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 

crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable 

fire” (Mark 9:43). Our works, not godly works, which are unfruitful to God, 

characterized by our hands, will be burned, and only that which is a fruit or a 

work of God should prevail for eternity (1 Corinthians 3:13). As long as we 
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walk in our sinful nature beasts will feed on it as hay is for bedding and food 

for the animals of the farm. 

 

Feasting 

"Wash yourself therefore, and anoint yourself and put on 

your [best] clothes, and go down to the threshing floor; [but] 

do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished 

eating and drinking”(Ruth 3:3). 

Treading and winnowing was done at the threshing floor, 

bringing together every day many workers, probably friends and family 

members too.  Food and drink was usually brought to the threshing floor and 

shared there, after a long day’s work. It was a great occasion to celebrate the 

provision of grain obtained that day as the sun went down.  

“…So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of 

silver for them. David built an altar to the Lord there and sacrificed burnt 

offerings and fellowship offerings…” (2 Samuel 24:24-25). Our spirit will 

ultimately rejoice when God deals with your flesh and soul. We are called to 

be living sacrifices to the Lord (Rom 12:1). A threshing floor experience in our 

life could be a sacrifice to the Lord.  
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Resting 

“When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was merry, 

he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain…” (Ruth 

3:7a). 

The threshing floor was filled with sheaves that had not yet 

been trodden, but also with the grain that had not yet been 

stored. Threshing floors were places where the provision for a whole year 

could be at a given moment.  That is why it was important for a few men to 

sleep thereto safeguard their produce from possible looters. 

“Will you have faith in him that he will return your grain and gather it from 

your threshing floor?” (Job 39:12). What God has planted - eternity in your 

heart - will come to fruition. But are you resting, believing this to be from God, 

that one day you will manifest His Glorious seed, which is Jesus Christ in us? 

You are His barn, His temple. Psalm 110:1 says, "Sit at My right hand until I 

make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."This verse can be understood as 

saying that we are to let Jesus rest inside us, sitting on the throne of our heart 

and having His enemies in our lives under His feet.   
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“Thus says the LORD, "Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient 

paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; and you will find rest for your 

souls…” (Jeremiah 6:16a). 

Harvest process in seven steps of separation 

One thing that a reaper always does when harvesting wheat is he separates it, 

because his goal is to get the bare grain so it can be used. 

“and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a 

bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else”(1 Corinthians 15:37). 

It’s an amazing spiritual lesson to know that we are not separated once from 

the world, but many times. Let’s count how many times grain is separated 

from its original source [1]. Note every stage required many days, adding up 

to weeks from the first day of harvest to the end.  

1. A sickle cuts the wheat stalks until there is enough to make a sheaf.  

2. Wheat is bound together in separate sheaves and amassed on the 

field.  

3. Sheaves are then carried away from the field in carts once the workers 

are ready to go to the threshing floor.  

4.  Sheaves are spread out on the stone threshing floor by turns until all 

of it is trodden.  
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5. Grain, chaff, husks, straw and dust which are mixed together on the 

ground are thrown into the air. The wind blows away everything else 

except the grain which is heavier than the rest.   

6. Once there is enough grain to pick up, or the cycle of winnowing has 

finished, it is gathered to one side of the threshing floor.  

7. Once there is enough grain it is collected and put into a sack.  

 The above list shows that grain needs seven different operations to make it 

clean or bare.  

Imagine that we are the fruit that is on a wheat stalk in the field, when 

suddenly we are cut from the stem that has been holding us to the 

ground. After lying on the ground for a while someone comes and picks 

us up, and binds us together with other grain stalks. For days we were 

standing together in a field, when someone suddenly comes and tosses 

us into a vehicle and carries us away from the field to an unknown 

place. By now we probably feel we are drying up and hardening to the 

point where we can crack anytime, but it still seems that this is what 

someone is doing on purpose. Surprisingly, we are released from the 

bonding we had and are spread out on really hard ground, though 

other stalks still lie bound in sheaves. Without notice a beast comes 

stepping over us, until we are completely broken. All our pieces are 

later picked up and without us being able to stop it we are thrown up 
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into the wind. Suddenly we realize that we are no longer within a husk, 

and that our chaff, stems, and dust have blown away. We begin to 

delight ourselves in how much fruit there is around us, when inevitably 

we are put aside. Someone comes later and puts us into sacks and 

sends us far away. We begin to understand what has been going on 

when someone opens a sack of grain, and begins to make us into flour 

and puts us into the oven. We then marvel that we have become bread 

for food for a whole beautiful family. When we look back we think of 

how many afflictions we went through as we were separated and 

mixed up again, each  time  leaving more and more of us behind, 

always wanting to stay or leave from certain situations until we  come 

to this final point where we see that we have given fruit that is a 

blessing to others.  

The following verse reminds us of a sevenfold process which is necessary to 

remove all the uncleanness of our flesh: 

“Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven 

times, and your flesh will be restored to you and you will be clean."”(2 

Kings 5:10). 

Christians go through a similar process of sanctification (the harvesting 

process) that is not about their salvation (the sowing process), but about their 
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character and integrity. God, the reaper, wants His church to yield a bare 

fruit/seed/grain, so that His Glory is reflected at its most excellent.  

“that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and 

blameless”(Ephesians 5:27). 

The idea of a seven part process in our calling to salvation can be compared to 

the Greek word for salvation, sózó, which has seven aspects to it according to 

its definition in the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance (4982): “deliverance, 

protection, healing, preserving, saving, doing well, be made whole”. We need 

all these things to be made whole and bear all the fruit and holiness God 

wants from us.  

The seven stages of the harvest process described at the beginning of this 

chapter are shown below with verses whose context or interpretation could 

fit the different stages of a natural or a spiritual harvest.  There are verses 

(Diagram I) that could be taken as personal promises and other verses 

(Diagram II) that speak of prophetic events in relation to the harvest cycle.  

Note that Revelation 11:2 is only one stage in the whole process.  
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Chapter 5 

 

Threshing floors applied  

to our lives  
 

 “…All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 

sorrowful...” (Hebrews 12:11). 

 

King David buys and makes an offering at a threshing floor 

David repented from his sin of counting Israel without the Lord’s consent, 

saying it was only he who was responsible, and that the people should not 

have to pay for the consequences of his sin. Gad led David to buy a threshing 

floor and build an altar there. David did not want it for free; he was willing to 

pay a price for it.   

“So Gad came to David that day and said to him, "Go up, erect an altar to 

the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite"” (2 Samuel 

24:18). 
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“However, the king said to Araunah, "No, but I will surely buy *it+ from you 

for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which 

cost me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for 

fifty shekels of silver”–(2 Samuel 24:24).  

If we have sinned, God immediately forgives us when we repent, but God 

wants us to mature and be like Him. It is a process that has many names; 

being at the threshing floor could be one.  

“All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to 

those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit 

of righteousness” (Hebrews 12:11). 

“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it 

begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). 

“But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will 

not be condemned along with the world” (1 Corinthians 11.32). 

When we are at the threshing floor of discipline, we know that the King has 

bought our life for a price (Araunah sold his threshing floor), and that he 

wants us to offer a sacrifice of praise even in our moments of affliction (David 

praised the Lord at the threshing floor).  
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“but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have 

preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified”  (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

The apostle Paul seemed to be continually in a threshing floor experience for 

he says, as some versions put it, that he “subdued” or “beat” his body so that 

he would not be disqualified.  When you are running a race you press harder 

to attain your reward.  

“Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but 

it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him”” (John 9:3). 

Being at the threshing floor is not bad; it is a process to manifest God’s works: 

His fruit in your life.  Remember that a threshing floor is also a place of 

provision. It is from there that provision for the next year will come.  

“If the LORD does not help you, from where shall I help you? From the 

threshing floor…?”(2 Kings 6:27).  

In ancient Egypt Joseph doubled the amount of grain he got during seven 

years of hard work. He knew a time was coming when there was not going to 

be enough food. Just as King David paid the price to buy a threshing floor, 

most likely Joseph also paid a price and bought many threshing floors to 

harvest the extra wheat he was producing.  He was like the good and faithful 

servant who doubled his Lord’s investment (Matthew 25:14-30) and had so 
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much food to exchange with the neighboring peoples that Egypt became very 

powerful. It required a lot of discipline from Joseph and his reapers, but in the 

end they got their reward. 

Harvest seasons in your life 

God will not test us beyond what we can resist. He will press us but never 

crush us to the point of losing His fruit. God will thresh us in such a way that 

His fruit will come complete from us. He is wise enough to know the different 

areas in our lives and how each requires a different tool to get it threshed.  

“For his God instructs and teaches him properly. For dill is not threshed 

with a threshing sledge, nor is the cartwheel driven over cumin; but dill is 

beaten out with a rod, and cumin with a club. Grain for bread is crushed, 

indeed, He does not continue to thresh it forever. Because the wheel of 

his cart and his horses eventually damage it, He does not thresh it longer. 

This also comes from the LORD of hosts, who has made His counsel 

wonderful and His wisdom great” (Isaiah 28:26-29). 

In Bible times, oxen were commonly used to tread wheat on the threshing 

floor. Even the apostle Paul compared himself as a servant of God with a 

threshing ox (1 Corinthians 9:9). Leaders in our congregation appointed by 

God work and counsel us in such a way that the Word of God treads our lives. 

They encourage us to discipline ourselves to let go of the sins (husks and 



54 

straw) that get so easily entangled in our lives. They are there to separate 

things in our lives so that we may be holy. It is interesting to note that in the 

winnowing process, the chaff that is separated out can be used to feed the 

oxen.  If the oxen, representing the servants of God, do not have any more 

straw to eat, it is because there is no more straw to separate. Then the 

disciples are ready to give fruit in their lives. 

Animals were used to loose the grains from the husks by stepping on the 

sheaves with their feet, but farmers might also use a flail (a staff with a 

shorter, free-swinging stick attached to its end), a sledge, or a cart with iron 

wheels.  The instrument used depended on the hardness of the cereal being 

threshed and on the process needed to separate the most grain with the least 

amount of work without damaging the crop. 

There will be different circumstances in our life in which God will need to 

thresh in order to separate us from things that are not His. With a heart that is 

willing to accept change for good, the lessons in difficult times will be learnt 

sooner rather than later. The more arrogance and pride there is in our life the 

harder it will be for us. Consider also the fact that the more fruit God is 

expecting to get from us the more intense His threshing will be (maybe 

resulting in more hardships). God’s counsel and wisdom are great when it 

comes to threshing (Isaiah 28:29). Our Lord was crushed on a threshing floor - 

Jerusalem. He was injured, but not one of his bones was broken. The Bible 
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tells us that we will also suffer as Christ did: “but to the degree that you share 

the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing” (1 Peter 4: 
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Chapter 6 

 

The end times and  

threshing floors  
 

 “…Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion…” 

(Micah 4:13). 

 

There is a continuous harvest cycle in our lives, just as a field is sowed and 

harvested every year. There are times when an entire church or a community 

or even a nation will reap what they have sown. The bible says the whole 

world is a field where the Messiah sows His good seed. Matthew 13: 37-38 

says, “…The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is 

the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom”. At 

the end of times the Messiah will harvest His field and gather His sons of the 

kingdom (Matthew 13:40-42). The Bible tells us of this coming harvest 

through many verses in the context of threshing floors that I will share in the 

next few paragraphs.  
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First let me make clear  that there are other recurrent harvest themes, like the 

process of making wine by treading grapes in a vat, and wool trodden with the 

fuller’s soap, that are not in the context of a threshing floor. These themes are 

not related to the cereal grain harvest and do not happen at threshing floors, 

and for this reason they are not included within the scope of this study. 

Though I hope with the principle of harvest exposed on this book you will be 

able to learn on your own the spiritual and prophetic significance of treading 

grapes and the fuller´s soap. 

 In this chapter, we describe in a general way a few prophetic verses 

concerning the end times harvest. The idea here is to demonstrate once more 

that the treading done in Jerusalem in the last times referred to in the book of 

Revelation can be understood symbolically, leading to deeper truths and 

principles.   

Consider these two verses:  

“They do not say in their heart, "Let us now fear the LORD our God, 

who gives rain in its season, both the autumn rain and the spring rain, 

who keeps for us the appointed weeks of the harvest” (Jeremiah 5:24). 

 Later in this we see that those who did not consider God and His weeks of 

harvest are asked what they will do at the end of it. What will we do in the 

end times if we do not consider God’s appointed time for harvesting?  
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“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule on their *own+ 

authority; and my people love it so! But what will you do at the end of 

it?” (Jeremiah 5:31). 

 

Thresh daughter of Zion 

“Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, let her be 

defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the 

thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall 

gather them as the sheaves into the floor.    Arise and thresh, O 

daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy 

hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will 

consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord 

of the whole earth.” (Micah 4:11-13) 

 

At first glance it seems that Jerusalem is now threshing nations, the opposite 

of the situation in Revelation 11:2, but there is a small difference here that 

lets us see that it is not the case. It says that the threshing is done by the 

“daughter of Zion”.  Just a few lines before in Micah 4:8, the context itself lets 

us know who is the daughter of Zion: “And thou, O tower of the flock, the 
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strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first 

dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.” The 

daughter of Zion is those to whom the dominion and kingdom have come. 

Jesus said “the Kingdom of God is near” (Mark 1:15) so that people would 

repent and become part of His flock. In Luke 10:9 Jesus says that when healing 

came to people through His disciples they should say “the kingdom of God has 

come to you”. The kingdom of God manifests itself through us when spiritual 

power and authority come to believers. We are the daughter of Zion, those 

given dominion over scorpions and snakes, those that consecrate our grain to 

the Lord, bringing the grain of the whole earth to God.   

 

God threshes and gathers His sons 

“In that day the LORD will start His threshing from the flowing stream of 

the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one by 

one, O sons of Israel”  (Isaiah 27:12). 

God is the one who ultimately threshes. When He harvests He begins at the 

field where He has sown His word. He takes the mature grain, and carries it in 

sheaves to the threshing floor. God will carry His fruit or His sons one by one 

from the field to the threshing floor. They will be brought to Jerusalem and 

there they will worship Him.   
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“It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and 

those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in 

the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD in the holy mountain at 

Jerusalem” (Isaiah 27:13). 

 

Chaff and the wind  

“Therefore they will be like the morning cloud and like dew which soon 

disappears, like chaff which is blown away from the threshing floor and 

like smoke from a chimney”   (Hosea 13:3).  

"His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His 

threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matthew 3:12). 

Once the treading is finished the grain is on the ground with the chaff, so it is 

necessary to pick up both and let the wind blow the chaff (straw) away. The 

grain will be left so it can be collected and gathered into the barn. If there is 

still chaff in our lives it will need to be burned. "But who can endure the day 

of his coming? And who will stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's 

fire...”   (Malachi 3:2). “For our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). 

“Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
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wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show 

it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality 

of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will 

receive a reward” (1 Corinthians 3:12-14). 

“If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 

saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). 

 

Ruth and Boaz (feasting, midnight sleep, redeemer) 

Jesus’ story of redemption is paralleled in the Bible by another story, that of 

Boaz and Ruth. Boaz is the ancestor of Jesus and takes the office of kinsman 

redeemer in the book of Ruth, marrying Ruth and buying back a field that 

Naomi, her mother in law was selling (Ruth 3:9, 4:5,9). Boaz is a type of Jesus 

in this story. Boaz as Jesus paid a price to redeem His people and bought a 

field - the world (Matthew 13: 37-38, 1 Peter 1:18-19). Boaz is a shadow in the 

Bible of Jesus as redeemer.  In the following story, picture Boaz as Jesus 

winnowing at the threshing floor, and Ruth as the bride of Jesus.  

“Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight.” Wash yourself 

therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your [best] clothes, and go 

down to the threshing floor; [but] do not make yourself known to the man 



63 

until he has finished eating and drinking. "It shall be when he lies down, 

that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover 

his feet and lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do"(Ruth 3:2-4).  

At the end time harvest, after the winnowing, Jesus (typified here by Boaz) 

will be waiting for His bride, typified by Ruth, to come closer than ever to Him 

in her best clothes (Revelation 3:18).  

Jesus is preparing a great banquet for His bride (Revelation 19:9). We will eat 

of His Word, and drink of His Spirit at His table (though some believe that the 

banquet consists of literal tables placed in heaven where the redeemed sit 

with other saints eating and drinking heavenly food).   

 When spiritual darkness comes on the world (field), His people (Ruth) will rest 

in Him, after a day of hard work, confident that in the morning He will fill up 

the barns with all the collected grain (Ruth 3:15).  

“It happened in the middle of the night that the man was startled and 

bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying at his feet”(Ruth 3:8). 

The church is called like the ten virgins in Matthew 25 who were called at 

midnight when they were drowsy and began to sleep. At midnight, Paul and 

Silas in Acts 16:25 sang hymns of praise, and God unfastened the chains of the 

prisoners and opened the doors.  
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“Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all 

my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence” (Ruth 

3:11). 

Jesus, who is coming as the Redeemer of His people, is called the “morning 

star” (Revelation 22:16).  

“Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; 

let him redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will 

redeem you, as the LORD lives. Lie down until morning” (Ruth 3:13). 

Ruth was then rewarded with barley by Boaz very early in the morning (Ruth 

3:15). 

“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to 

every man according to what he has done (Revelation 22:12). 
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Chapter 7 

 

Are “gentiles”  

unbelievers or ethnos believers?  
 

 “…the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they 

shall come and see My glory."  (Isaiah 66:18). 

 

“There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, 

and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak 

in his own language. They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are 

not all these who are speaking Galileans? “And how is it that we each hear 

them in our own language to which we were born? “Parthians and Medes 

and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 

around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 

and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty 
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deeds of God.” And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others were mocking 

and saying, “They are full of sweet wine” (Acts 2:5-13). 

Devout men of many nations were gathered at Jerusalem; in Greek it says 

men of many ethnos. Depending on the context “gentile” or “nations” are the 

English words used to translate ethnos which fundamentally means peoples of 

diverse custom and culture. This includes Jews and proselytes (gentile 

converted to Judaism) with different languages, customs and cultural 

backgrounds.  They went and walked on Jerusalem for many days, to 

participate in the feast of Pentecost. Some versions, e.g., NIV, say they were 

“staying” at Jerusalem, not “living.” In a similar way, prophetically and 

spiritually speaking, there is a time coming when peoples from many nations 

will come on a spiritual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  They will walk on a spiritual 

path of righteousness or conduct their lives as a separated and holy people 

(circumcised of the heart, as devout Jews and proselytes – see Romans 2:29). 

The Greek word ethnos, translated “gentile,” is often used for an unbeliever, a 

pagan or a non Jew. There are several reasons to believe that in Revelation 

11:2 ethnos is used to express peoples of diverse custom and culture:  

1. We have seen that the image of trampling is an agricultural image of 

treading at the threshing floor, which is part of a harvesting process. 

Ethnos could not signify non-believers here, because they do not have 
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the seed of the word or the grain of the word to yield at the threshing 

floor of Jerusalem. 

2. In Isaiah 27:12-13 the sons of Israel are gathered at God´s threshing. 

They could not be pagans because they worship Him, the true God.  

3.  Ephesians 2:14 says there is no more wall of separation between Jews 

and gentiles. Galatians 3:28 says we are one in Jesus Christ. When it 

comes to harvesting, Jesus demands faith in Him (Luke 18:89), and 

national origin does not make a difference. It does not make sense 

then that a distinction between non-Jewish believers and Jewish 

believers would be made at this point, when both are citizens of the 

heavenly Jerusalem (Hebrew 12.22).   

4. “Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says 

the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome 

you. “And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters 

to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty”. (2 Corinthians 6:17-18). In this verse 

we see that if we decide to separate ourselves from what is unclean, 

as part of the threshing process of separating, we are called His sons 

and daughters, no matter what our culture or custom. 

Another place where we find a similar meaning of ethnos is in Acts 2:5 when 

Jews of different nations had come to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost (see 

above). They were pilgrims, travelers from afar who had come to the Holy City 

on a spiritual journey, most likely on foot. Though they were Jews, the Greek 
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manuscript says they were from many ethnos, just as in the book of 

Revelation it says Jerusalem was given to many ethnos that they may walk on 

it. (Nevertheless, it was not only Jews who participated in the feasts: we read 

in John 12:20 that Greeks had also come to Jerusalem). These men from many 

nations had come to the city, conducting their lives in a spiritual path of 

ascent to Jerusalem. 

 

Pilgrims would surround Jerusalem three times a year 

There were three feasts every year for which  Jews were commanded to travel 

up to Jerusalem from wherever they lived: the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 

Feast of  Harvest  and the Feast of  Ingathering  (Exodus 23:15-17). These 

feasts are known also under different names: Passover, Pentecost and 

Tabernacles. They are part of an agricultural calendar. For example the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread is also the beginning of the barley harvest, while the 

Feast of Harvest marks the end of the barley harvest and the beginning of the 

wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering is the end of the wheat harvest. 

Israel had to bring offerings of grain from their fields at all of these feasts. Two 

important biblical events happened at two of these feasts. Jesus´ resurrection 

happened at the time of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, probably on the day 

of the Wave offering or firstfruits, the day after the Sabbath, which is even 

more interesting (Leviticus 23:9-12, 1 Corinthians 15:23), and the disciples 
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were filled with the Holy Spirit at the Feast of Harvest (Pentecost). These 

historical and powerful spiritual events happened when Jews had come to 

Jerusalem from all over the world. If God were to follow this pattern, Jesus’ 

return would probably happen during a future Feast of Ingathering, also at a 

time when people from different nations would be gathered at Jerusalem. 

More importantly, as in the case of the two previous events, it’s the spiritual 

transcendence and significance that we should not miss. In a spiritual sense 

believers from different nations are like grain on the threshing floor of the 

heavenly Jerusalem ready to be gathered by God. 

In a spiritual sense God has a city to which we are walking as pilgrims by faith. 

Speaking of Abraham´s faith Hebrews 11:10 says, “for he was looking for the 

city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God“. “But you 

have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem…” (Hebrews 12:22). Yes, we are at the heavenly Jerusalem already, 

but at the same time we are part of a process in which  God is threshing us, 

preparing us to shine forth as His first fruits (Romans 8:23). At the end of 

times, God will pour out His Spirit in a powerful way as  in the book of Acts  

complete His threshing, gather His people and bring forth His fruit from the 

threshing floor or, we might say, from Jerusalem (Jebus).     
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Surrounded by armies in booths 

Now let us see what happened when so many people came all at once to 

Jerusalem. Many of the people had to camp outside the city. Given that the 

custom of the Feast of Ingathering (also known as the Feast of Booths) was to 

live outdoors for a few days in remembrance of God living with His people in 

the desert, there were then probably hundreds of tents seen around 

Jerusalem.  Imagine this picture of hundreds of temporary tents or booths 

around Jerusalem, portraying a scene of an army camped around it. This 

picture could be compared with the tabernacle of Moses in the desert with 

the tribes of Israel camped around it.  See the following picture.  

"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her 

desolation is near” (Luke 21:20). This verse describes a scene similar to the 

illustration above of peoples camping around the tabernacle (Jerusalem), but 

this time they gather around Jerusalem with a different purpose, to lay it 

waste rather than gathering on a spiritual pilgrimage.  This prophecy of 

destruction was fulfilled in 70 AD, and it referred to the natural city of 

Jerusalem. Yes this could happen again, but there is more to learn than just 

that. Many confuse this event with the situation in Revelation 11:2 because of 

its similarity, but actually these two verses make up a greater truth. Consider 

the following verse to understand that a verse or a teaching can contain  

treasures  old and new: "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of 
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the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his 

treasure things new and old" (Matthew 13:52).  

 

The tabernacle in the midst of the campment5 

                                                          
5
 An illustration from Holman, A. J. Parallel Bible, a  1872 publication. Public domain. 
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Gentiles stream to Jerusalem 

There is a time in the future when nations will go to Jerusalem (see Isaiah 2:1-

4): 

“The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of 

the house of the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains, 

and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it” 

(Isaiah 2:1-2). 

Why will nations stream to Jerusalem?  

“And many peoples will come and say,  “Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may 

teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths.” For the 

law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem” 

(Isaiah 2:3). 

Nations will go to Jerusalem to learn God’s ways and paths. In this verse the 

word “ways” is the Hebrew word derek which comes from the word darak 

which means “to tread” or “to march” (See Strong’s 1870 and 1869). The 

word “paths” (Strong’s 734. orach) has its origin in the Hebrew word arach 

(Strong’s 732) of which one of its meanings is “journey” and is often 
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translated as “traveler”. As you can see the journey does not end in 

Jerusalem, but it actually begins there. Likewise grains taken from a field 

begin a process (journey) at the threshing floor (Jebus - Jerusalem). “"Then 

they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the 

LORD, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy 

mountain Jerusalem," says the LORD” (Isaiah 66:20). If we were to create a 

slogan to bring nations to Jerusalem I would suggest the following one, 

“Jerusalem is a journey to learn to know God and worship Him”.  

What is one of the lessons God wants to teach nations/ethnos or 

peoples/gentiles at Jerusalem?   

 “And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for 

many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into plowshares and 

their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against 

nation, and never again will they learn war” (Isaiah 2:4). 

The answer is sowing and harvesting (the Parable of the Sower – Mathew 

13:1-9, 18-23), and the process of the harvest.  If nations change their arms 

into planting and reaping instruments it’s because they have learned both 

lessons. They have come to realize that the world is God’s field (Matthew 

13:38) for planting and that Jerusalem is his place (threshing floor) for 

completing His harvest.  
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The complete teaching (yarah and shalam) is at Jerusalem, when God receives 

as grain offering priests and Levites from the nations.   

"For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather all 

nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory. "I will set a 

sign among them and will send survivors from them to the nations: 

Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh, Tubal and Javan, to the distant 

coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they 

will declare My glory among the nations. "Then they shall bring all your 

brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the LORD, on horses, in 

chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain 

Jerusalem," says the LORD, "just as the sons of Israel bring their grain 

offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. "I will also take some 

of them for priests *and+ for Levites," says the LORD” (Isaiah 66:18-21). 

Nations stumble at Jerusalem as grain broken at the threshing floor 

"Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling to all the 

peoples around; and when the siege is against Jerusalem, it will also be 

against Judah. It will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a 

heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And 

all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it” (Zechariah 12:2-3). 
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“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 

tested stone, a costly cornerstone [for] the foundation, firmly placed. He 

who believes *in it+ will not be disturbed” (Isaiah 28:16). 

“And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a 

rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem” (Isaiah 8:14, KJV). 

There are many nations (ethnos: peoples of different customs and traditions) 

that will come to Jerusalem, just as many people of different backgrounds 

came to know Jesus: fisherman, Pharisees, tax collectors, and Roman 

centurions (military). People stumbled at Jesus’ words, but many overcame 

unbelief and were fruitful.  In a similar manner, at the end of ages many 

nations will come to see the glory of God in Jerusalem, but they will have to 

go through God’s threshing on His stone floor. Many will be broken there, and 

will mourn (Zechariah 12:10), but those who repent from their pagan lifestyle 

will inhabit Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:6), and will be survivors as in Isaiah 66:18-

21. When nations encounter Jerusalem there is a process of threshing that 

begins revealing the true nature of our actions, but it is also  the opportunity 

to render a grain offering to God (1 Corinthians 15:37).  

“Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to 

worship at the feast; these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida 

of Galilee, and [began to] ask him, saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 
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Philip came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus. And 

Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”(John 

12:20-24). 

This verse is talking about Jesus himself dying and bearing fruit, but also of 

future gentile believers going to both the feast in Jerusalem, the threshing 

floor, and Jesus the rejected corner stone (Acts 4:11). The Parable of the 

Sower continues the teaching of John 12:24, but the second part of it is 

Revelation 11:2, when the final harvest comes. A complete seven step harvest 

process (as explained in the preceding chapters of this book) unfolds between 

"it dies" and "it bears much fruit".   
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Chapter 8 

 

The time factor of 42 months  
 

  "...having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing..." 

(Ephesians 5:27).  

 

“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He 

served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself 

gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one 

man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find 

Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and 

move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also 

are His children.’ “Being then the children of God, we ought not to think 

that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 

the art and thought of man. “Therefore having overlooked the times of 
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ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should 

repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 

righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished 

proof to all men by raising Him from the dead”(Acts 17:24-31). 

 

Acts 17:24-31 explains or expands what Revelation chapter 11 is about. There 

is a very interesting parallel between these two portions of scripture. 

Jerusalem in Revelation 11 as it has been presented in this study can be 

understood as a type of spiritual threshing floor for the separation between 

our fallen human nature and Spirit filled nature. The above-mentioned verses 

in Acts chapter 17 speak about a trial within the limits of space and time that 

has been set up to enable men to find that divine nature that is God himself. 

This trial will end in judgment and reward.  

 

The apostle Paul says the nations are put on the face of the earth within two 

limitations: geopolitical boundaries and chronological time: “and He made 

from one [man] every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 

having determined [their] appointed times and the boundaries of their 

habitation” (Acts 17:26). Spiritually speaking a believer dwells within the 

spiritual boundaries of the kingdom of God. We have already seen that the 

kingdom of God is like a field in which a man plants a seed and then the crop 

is later harvested (Mark 4:26-29). This field has its designated place where all 
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its grain will go to be threshed and winnowed. As this study has shown, God´s 

kingdom has a threshing floor where believers are tried with afflictions but 

also rewarded with fruit.    

 

 

A place as pattern for men to be judged and rewarded 

 

The things written about the sons of Israel, including their capital city, are 

examples from which believers are to learn. “Now these things happened to 

them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom 

the ends of the ages have come” (1 Corinthians 10:11). The Greek word for 

“example” in this verse is tupos, which means a type, model, figure or pattern 

to follow (Strong’s 5179). Jerusalem as a threshing floor is a pattern from 

which we learn about God’s judgment and reward in His kingdom. Believers’ 

spiritual lives follow this pattern too, which is one other reason why 

Zephaniah 3 and Ezekiel 11 have been written: to set a pattern.  These two 

chapters speak of the judgment of Jerusalem and its following restoration.  

 

[Judgment+ “I will drive you out of the city and deliver you into the hands 

of foreigners and inflict punishment on you. You will fall by the sword, and 

I will execute judgment on you at the borders of Israel. Then you will know 

that I am the Lord.”… *Reward+ “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “I 
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will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries 

among which you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of 

Israel.”’ When they come there, they will remove all its detestable things 

and all its abominations from it” (Ezekiel 11:9-10, 17). 

[Judgment+ “Of Jerusalem I thought, ‘Surely you will fear me and accept 

correction!’ Then her place of refuge would not be destroyed, nor all my 

punishments come upon her. But they were still eager to act corruptly in 

all they did.”… *Reward+ “Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion! Shout in 

triumph, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away His judgments against you, He has 

cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

you will fear disaster no more” (Zephaniah 3:7, 14-15) 

From these two chapters, other than the historical and prophetic fulfillment, a 

pattern is clearly found. This pattern is the same as the threshing floor harvest 

process. Below are different levels of representation of this pattern: 

 

- grain is beaten at first, but then it is highly prized as it is gathered in 

sacks 

- believers are afflicted, but then the fruit of the Spirit is seen in their 

characters  

- Jerusalem is judged, but later restored 
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Our spiritual threshing floor represented by Jerusalem is the place where 

believers “live and move and exist”. It’s our area of operation in which we are 

to yield the fruit that God is looking for.  

 

Jerusalem is the model of the threshing floor where believers are placed, so 

that they may walk in the steps of their Lord to the cross, in the same way 

that grain stalks are placed on the threshing floor to begin the process of 

rendering their fruit.  Just as Jesus trod our iniquities step for step as he 

suffered in carrying the cross through Jerusalem, so believers   tread their 

sinful nature (separating themselves from it) on a spiritual Jerusalem, to attain 

the glory (perfection – explained further on) the Father gave to His Son.  

 

 

Time as a factor to complete Gods perfect work 

 

The time for men to repent and seek God in a powerful way in the end times 

is a special window of opportunity that God reveals in Revelation 11:2, so that 

believers in Christ from all nations may come and lay their lives before God. 

The time given for this is 42 months, during which men (i.e., those who have 

accepted Christ in their heart) will have a clear chance to defeat their own 

fleshly desires while the world is subject to a tribulation that has never been 
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seen before. It is a time during which God will finish the process of bringing 

his sons to maturity.   

 

Learning about the significance of numbers in the Bible will help you learn 

wisdom as it states, “So teach us to number our days, that we may present to 

You a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). The number 42 has a symbolic 

meaning, which is that of a process that has been completed6. In Luke 24:23, 

which seems to be the same event as that described in Revelation 11:2, it says 

this event will last until the fulfillment of the time of the Gentiles. We already 

noted that the Greek word here also means “completed” and “perfect”.  

 

Let’s learn the significance of 7 and 6 that multiplied by each other make 42. 

Seven in the scriptures often represents the work of God as in the 7 days of 

creation, 7 times that Joshua marched around Jericho, 7 times Naaman had to 

wash to clean himself and at  the 7th trumpet God’s work will be  fulfilled 

(Revelations 10:7,11:15). God´s work (represented by the number 7) is perfect 

because, “As for God, his way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30a). 

 

Now six is different than seven, for it represents the work of man. For 6 days 

will man work, 6 days were the Israelites to pick manna from the ground, and 

                                                          
6 Jones S. “The Biblical Meaning of 41 and 42.” Gods Kingdom Ministries. Retrieved August, 2013 from 
http://www.gods-kingdom-ministries.net/daily-weblogs/2011/10-2011/the-biblical-meaning-of-41-and-42/ 

http://www.gods-kingdom-ministries.net/daily-weblogs/2011/10-2011/the-biblical-meaning-of-41-and-42/
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6 years is the time a Hebrew slave would work before being set free. Note 

that six is one short of  seven, the  number that represents the perfect work of 

God; hence six represents the imperfect work of man (sin). The sixth 

commandment is “you shall not murder”, the sixth clause in the Lord´s prayer 

is the request to be delivered from sin, and the world turned dark at the sixth 

hour when Jesus was on the cross. 

 

When 7 and 6 are multiplied together, God and men working together, we get 

42.  God´s work is perfect, and if man is part of His work, then He will 

accomplish His work in man and complete it. The work God will complete in 

man will be perfection (Ephesians 5:27). Actually God tells us to be perfect 

(Matthew 5:48). 

 

There are different ways to arrive at 42 by means of significant biblical 

numbers: 

- 42 is made of three pairs of seven. Number “3” would stand for body, 

soul, and spirit; “pairs” would stand for two as in testimony or truth 

(law and prophets, two witnesses, sword with two edges); and “7” for 

perfection of God. From this we could induce the following reading: 

God will work men’s body, soul and spirit to perfection so that they will 

testify for Him for 42 months. This fits the idea and purpose of 

threshing, that God wants gentiles to be complete and perfect in Him.  
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- 42 is made up of fourteen three times.  “14” which is twice seven 

implies double perfection. Double is about the number two which 

means testimony. Israel was delivered on the 14th day of the first 

month which is when Passover is celebrated. Jesus’ perfect sacrifice 

was at Passover. From this we could induce the following reading: 

Testimony of perfection will come to our body, soul and spirit in 42 

months. Resurrection includes our soul and body too.  

- 42 is made of seven times six. The number “7” which stands for 

perfection is applied to men six times represented by the number “6”. 

From this we could induce the following reading: Men will be made 

perfect in 42 months.  

 

42 months is the time for a process of perfection to be completed in men. It is 

a process of complete deliverance in all aspects of a man’s life. The Bible 

indicates that there were 42 stages or camps during the journey of the people 

of Israel  to the promised land (Numbers 33:1-15); there were also 42 

generations between Abraham and Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:17). God will 

bring complete deliverance after 42 months (Revelation 11). 

 

God wants us to seek Him, that is why the  spiritual Jerusalem lies  within 

certain boundaries: “that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope 

for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we 
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live and move and exist, …”(Acts 17:27-28).  As citizens of the celestial 

Jerusalem, we live, move and exist there. At this place God separates His seed 

from the rest of our chaff (fleshly desires):“…as even some of your own poets 

have said, 'For we also are His children'” (Acts 17:28b). The Hebrew equivalent 

word for “children” is zera which is often translated by the word “lineage.” 

Zera is also the word for “seed.” So we can picture the words of Paul as 

saying, in this threshing floor we live, move and exist, because we are His seed, 

so that He might take His fruit and burn all the chaff. 

 

"Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature 

is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man”  

(Acts 17:29). The works of men, their cities or their nations are not divine, but 

the seed we have inside us is. A natural city, like a Jerusalem made of gold, 

silver, or stone, is not divine, but a shadow and symbol of greater truths. One 

of these truths is that after a certain time the divine seed inside believers will 

be manifested perfectly to all men as a testimony and firstfruits of God´s 

glory. God will be seen inhabiting men. One man is a temple of God, but many 

men (ethnos) are the Holy city of God (the New Jerusalem, the Bride). 

 

"Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to 

men that all [people] everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in 

which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has 
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appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the 

dead"(Acts 17:30-31). “…the time came for the dead to be judged, and the 

time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those 

who fear Your name …” (Revelation 11:18). “…The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever 

and ever” (Revelation 11:15).  
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